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11. Answer any two of the following in about 30 words each: 3x2=6

(i) What is the bird's movement compared to ? What is the basis for the
‘ ; (The Laburnum Top)

comparison ?

(i) What does the phrase 'strange to tell' mean ? (The Voice of Rain)

(il) How is the father's helplessness brought out in the poem ? (Father to Son)
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12. Answer in about 120 150 words | SO o
e narrators cousm Mourad on the bas1s of the

5

Give a character sketch of th'
story, "The Summer of. the Beautlful Whlte Horse

| OR
Give an account of the attempts made by Andrew Manson to revive the child.
‘ S b Ve e i  (The Birth)

N
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13. Answer any three of the followmg in about 30 40 words Sadh’ 2">< 3= 6

(i) What did the king order to be bullt ? What happened when it was bu11t ?
' (The Tale of’ Melon City)

(iij - How do Mrs Pearson and Mrs F1tzgerald exchange the1r personaht1es in
the play Mother's Day 2. | . g { ; i

What pledge did the writer Am1tav Ghosh make W1th Shahld ? How did he
fulfil it 2 11, [- | SR (The Ghat of the: Only ;World)

(i) Who was Mrs Dorlmg ? Where dld she 11ve ? . (The Address)
bbb R T v }“ -('-;r.'z?%!‘"; i ;“!f', 508 ;

(iii)
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'And therefore could not be,

(16) 3201

(iii) What does the cardboard depict ?

(a) A scenery (b) The pictur:c of a house

(c) The picture of a school (d) The picture of three girls

(iv)  Who is the big girl mentioned here ?

(@) The poet herself (b) The poet's mother
(c) The poet's relative ', (d) The poet's friend

(v) In the picture, what are the three of them doing ?

(@) playing in the sand i (b) standir‘lg‘beside house

(c) holding hands - s | (d) holding hands and paddling
When did my childhood go ? o
Was it the day I ceased to be eleven. .
Was it the time I realzsed that Hell and Heaven

Could not be found in Geography,

Was that the day!
Questionys: Ll S . e i il 5o s
() Name the Poem and the Poet.+ . ‘ &

(i) When does the poet think he had ceased to be e child ? .
(ili) How did the poet feel about heaven and hell in h1s childhood ?

(iv) What does the poet thmk about heaven and hell now 2

(v) Why is the poet worried ?

R
.
e
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9, Answer any four of the following in about 30 words each : 2x4=8

()  What happencd to the author at Darchen and how was the author cured
at Darchen ? (Silk Road)

(i) Bring out the facts that support the title, "The Ailing Planet ..........
(The Ailing Planet : The Green Movement's Role)

(il Mention the ways in which the sparrows Aexpressed their sorrow when the
author's grandmother d1ed ’ | (The Portrait of a Lady)

(iv) Why did the 'boy klng change his/! name from Tutankhaten to
Tutankhamun? ' o0 o (Dzscoverlng Tut The Saga Continues)

(v) By which train was Gangadharpant travellmg 7 Who met h1m in the :
train ? : (The Adventure)

[B: Poetry]

10. Read the following stanza carefully and answer the questlons that follow :

'The cardboard shows me how it was

When the two girl cousins went paddlir‘zg.,‘ ’
Each one holding one of my mother's hands, AostoinatdndW | (i .
And she the big girl- some twelve years or SO D DL | |
Questions : A | &, . l Wl 1x5=5
(1), Whatis the‘ name of thé Pléem and tl';e Pbet ? v. 0 |

(i) What does cardboard mean 1n 'this context ?

(@) A thick paper on Wthh the poet's PhOtOgraph was pasted
(b) A thick envelope €]

(¢) A thick piece of. paper Wlth a photo of the poet's mother attached
(d) A paper boat L ‘

3201
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(iv) How did he feel after going there ?

(V)  Who went to the mike ?
OR

"The mummy is in very bad condition because of what Carter did in the
1920s," snid.Zahi Hawass, Secretary General of Egypt's Supreme Council of
Antiquities, as he leaned over the body for a long first look. Carter-Howard
Carter, that is - was the British archaeologist who in 1922 discovered Tut's
tomb after years of futile searching. Its contents, though hastily ransacked in
antiquity, were surprisingly complete. They remain the richest royal collection
ever found and have become part of the pharaoh's legend. Stunning artefacts
in gold, their eternal brilliance meant to guarantee resurrection, caused a
sensation at the time of the discovery — and still get the most attention. But
Tut was also buried with everyday things he'd want in the afterlife: board
games, a bronze razor, linen undergarinents, cases of food and wine.

Questions : | 1x5=5
() Name the chapter and its author.: '* ‘ |

(i) Who found King Tut's mummy ? - T iy (1 ,«_ ;
(111) What was the mummy laden with ? »

(iv) Why were kings laden with riches ?

(v) Whatis artefact ?

Answer in about 100-120 words ' SERN R D .‘ ( 5

Would you égree that the author's grandmother ‘was a persoﬁ sfrong in
character ? If yes, give instances that show this. ' ' ' (The Portrait of a Lady)

OR
Describe the experience of the voyagers on the 4th and Sth of January

(We're Not Afrazd to Die ... If We can All Be Together)
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SECTION - D
[M.M,: 29

(Main Reader 'Hornbill')

[ A : Prose]

uestions that follow :

. Read the passage given below and answer the q
frugal meal. He then set out for a

He found a guest house to stay in and had a
idan he found a throng moving

stroll towards the Azad Maidan. In the ma :
towards a pandal. So, a lecture was to take place. Force of habit took Professor

Gaitonde towards the pandal. The lecture was in progress, although people
itonde was not looking at the

kept coming and going. But Professor Ga

audience.
s if mesmerised. There was a table and a chair

He was staring at the platform a
but the latter was unoccupied. The presidential chair unoccupied! The sight =

stirred him to the depths. Like a piece of iron attracted to a magnet, he swiftly 5
moved towards the chair. The speaker stopped in mid-sentence, too shocl;ed to

continue. But the audience soon found voice.
"Vacate the Chair !“"

"This lecture series has no chairperson ... "

"Away from the platf‘ofm; mister " ‘8
*2

"The chair is symbolic, don't you know. 2! ppnldaer gl 7,
§

What nonsense! Whoever heard of a public* lecture W1thout a pre81d1ng'

dignitary ? Professor Galtonde went to the mike and gave vent to his views." ?E’;

Ladies and gentlemen, an unchalred lecture is like Shakespeares Hamlet
without the Prince of Denmark. Let me tell you." ik -

Questions : 152 5‘-

(i) Name the chapter and its author.
(i) Where did he go for a stroll ?

(ii)) What did he find there ?
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(b) Fill in the blanks using suitable determiners given in the brackets
(i) The exam is compulsory for ......c..... (many/much/all) students.
(ii)  You can pick ............ . (some/more/ either) of two.

() Change the following sentences into paésive voice
() Respect your elders.-
(ii) Hisbehavipnr slirpfriseq me.

(d) Fill in the blanks with appropriate mddals i

(i)  According to the weather forecast 1t (may/shall/must) snow

heavily tomorrow.

(1i) Youl A('shou‘l‘cl/; shailv‘/"may.) yi‘sit‘;t‘h‘e Dentist at least twice a
year. ' / :

} 4

(i) ..eeeeen.. (Could /Should /Mlght) you please open the window ?
(e) Identify the type of clause underhned in the followmg sentences

Although 1 was nervous,: 1 :took a. deep. breath and gave the

()
presentatlon conﬁdently o iy
(a) Main'elause ool (b) S'u'bofdin.ateelanse
(c) -Adjective clause ‘ i1 34 (d) i Adverbial clause

(i) A vacation is what [ needmost‘; :

(a) Main clause O (bi Adjective clause -'rf;‘\’ (;;;f

)

1 ; \ SRR
(c) Noun clause (d) None of the given i ' - (iii)

)1 ‘ ' ! . ;
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Write a paragraph on one of the following !

The Influence of Social Media on Youth.

(a)
(b) The Role of Sports in Student Life.

(¢) The Role of Technology in Education.

OR

' i ili tudents
Your school has recently introduced an open gymnasium facﬂlt}\IN fc?z S o
as part of a government initiative to promote health anC? fitness. Write a ; p 2
in about 150 words for your school magazine, highhg‘htmg the benefits of goo o

health and the open gym facility.

Write an application to the Principal of your school retluesting him to arrange
a lecture by an expert on "Cyber Security" to raise awareness among students |
about safe online practices. ' | ‘ 5

- OR

\

T e

You are Hridansha/Hemen. Your younger Brother, ﬁhaviShyé needs your 3
advice for the preparation of his Secondary School Examination. Write hima

- . 0
letter sharing tips on how. to prepare . well and score good marks in his board E

€éxams.

L
¥
&% |

SECTION - C
;H?:.\('Gré.mma'r) B g § [M.M.:10
Attempt any ten. Do asdirected: | R 1%x10 = | 0 ?
(@) Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs ;given in brackets |
()  Twill...... (pass) the €xXamination this time,
(i) Wehad.......... (reach) the airport by 9 O'clock. |
(i) He,...... (Want) to became an IAS ofﬁéer. \
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'0'! 8. Walking up the stairs instead of using a lift if going up to three or foug
nd floors or getting off the lift two or three floors before the destination aﬁa
e walking up the rest through stairs. Coing up several floors ml g
of overcrowded lift with limited fresh air to be shared by so many may ais

rc prove unhealthy.
9. Park a little away from the work place and walk that healthy distance.

Y

t 10. Best time for brisk walks would be th

{ i
Ny PRy {
5 _v( i

sulphur and nitrogen.

e early mornings before the traffic

flow picks up and walking in the parks with thick plantatlon Jogging on
the roads with heavy traffic should be avoided as you will be inhaling air
polluted with the toxins:from vehicular exhaust such as dioxides of

| 11. "Before startlng any phys1cal exercise programmes for the first time, one
~ must get fully evaluated by a cardlologlst so as to av01d any harm belng

done by exercise if there is serious underlylng heart dlsease needmg

treatment", warns Dr. Was1r

Based on the understanding of "the ‘passage, make notes using headings and
~ sub-headings or in pomts Use recogmzable _ abbrev1at1ons (wherever

necessary, m1n1mum four) Also supply an approprlate t1tle to 1t

CIRERT R i S '
%5 b LA
L AL

V(WritingSki.lls) [MM

’,, %

5

15

3. You are R1t1ka/Bhav1shya the Head g1r1/ boy of APS school Your school is
“soon going to publish the annual magazme "Sankalp" next month. Write a

notice in about 50 words for the notice board of your school 1nv1t1ng students

to submit write- -ups.

5

Prepare a poster, 1nclud1ng not more than 50 words on toolc "kmdness to
animals" to be displayed in the Schbol campus appeahng to school students to
show kindness to animals. You are, Secretary of the Club for Prevent1on of

Cruelty to Animals, of your school.
01 |

P.T.O.
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| Wasir, Chief Cardiologist and
S. Wasrr,

: gL L ' lists four
What causes heart attacks I Cenitre

esearc
ospi ) lical R
Medical Dire sital and Mec :
' irector, Batra Hosj ¥ i
l' 1'1 'u hich adversely affect the heart health. These are lack of
main habits which & y

i and excessive
_ ; te smoking
; s, cigarett
. . eating habits,
i exercise, wrong
physical ex

i le.
alcohol consumption, and stressful lifesty ising the incidence of heart
SR inimisin
ical exercise in minimil ' Wasin
he importance of phySICa ) ) 156‘", says Dr. ,
| :tt:lckspcannot be underestimated. "Physical exer]i life in general and
"plays a major role in achieving-a long and h‘:‘lt g re several studies
: ‘ i rticular." There a
preveniion ol theart; attackst in';pa higher longevity than those
showing that physically active people have hig -
sedentary or physically inactive.

In fact, the review of modern medical literature Surr.ls up the role of
Physical activity in health as 'Regular physical exercise adds not only
years to life but also life to years'. It is the experience of many modern- |
day physicians that some patients of angina (chest pain or discomfort on
physical or mental exertion or after meals) do get relief with regularly
done physical exercise, A

. What type of physical exercise
isotonic (dynamic)
1Isometric (static)

and how much, on

€ may ask. It is the
exercise that ig beneficial

for the heart ang not the
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h Wasir, Chief Cardiologist and
heart attacks ? Dr. H. S. ; ' '
Y Bt oo 1 tal and Medical Research Centre lists four

Medical Dircctor, Batra Hospi N i
\ ese are lack of
main habits which adversely affect the heart health. T

i it i ing and excessive
physical exercise, wrong eating habits, cigarette smoking

alcohol consumption, and stressful lifestyle.
. . 3 . . . . ¢ art
4. The importance of physical exercise in minimising the incidence of he

. " H 1 Y b1 Sir
attacks cannot be underestimated. "Physical exercise’, says Dr. Wasir,

"plays a major role in achieving-a long and healthy life in general a.nd
" There are several studies

prevention. of heart attacks: in particular. |
showing that physically active people have higher longevity than those

sedentary or physically inactive. g i
S. In fact, the review of modern medical I'Iiter_ature, sums up the role of |
physical activity in health ‘é's ’Regular _ph)}sicalr ¢xergise adds not only
years to life but also life to years'. It is the experience of many modern- ;

day physicians that some patients of ‘angina (chest pain or discomfort on

physical or mental exertion; or after meals) do. get relief with regularly

done physical exercivsel._v e ot |
6. What type of physical ezgefcise and how,m:uc’;h, AOne may ask. It is the ?
isotonic (dynamic) exercise that is beneficial for the heart and not the
exerciseé which should be avoided by heart patients.

isometric (static)
pushing a car are |

Weight lifting; carrying heavy suitcases while ‘travelling,
some of the examples. of isometric exercises. Examples of the beneficia] |
type of physical activity (dynamic’ exercise) are brisk walking, swimming,
- golf without’power carts, badminton ‘and tennis (doubles for those with
old heart attacks but fully reCovered, to be started. only after physician's

advice). : b pyeyed 2 - A L

7 Wallfing is the best mode of doing regular physical exercise which |
requires no equipment, money, material or membership of a club! 30 to

60 minutes brisk walk even on alternate day has been ‘proven to be |

) . ) 4

beneficial, Stationary cycling or walking on g treadmill at home are the

other-alternatives.
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' ?
(iii) Why is watching English movies or shows helpful

v)

(a)
(b)

(c)
(d)

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

It distracts from studying

nts to
i xposes stude _
It improves listening comprehension and exp

accents

It only teaches difficult vocabulary
- i ive language
It encourages students to speak only in their native languag

. i Py ‘ ing ?
(iv) Which activity is suggested for practicing English speaking

Avoiding English conversations

Writing in English only - |

Talking to friends or joining English-speaking clubs
Using only language-learning apps =~

How can students reinforce their English learning ?

(a)
(b)

. (c)

(d)

By avoiding English movies and books

By writing in Englisﬁh every ‘ci‘iay“,

By using only their native language

By learning grammar rules without practicing

.(vi) What is one benefit of thinking in English ?

(vi) 'Name an activity that helps improve listening coi‘ni:)‘re‘ﬁénsi‘o’n: in English.

(viii)i What d_bes reading_English'contcnt he,‘lp improve bes1des Vkocab"ulary ?

(%)

(ix) Where can students join to practice speaking En

glish comfortably ?

Name an app that provides interactive language practice.

Read the following passage carefully and %h_ake nnoté‘sl on it. Slllpplyv a suitable
title also : : ’ : Wit stek :

1.
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, . to English songs an

- i vies, TV shows, or listening , 1 ith listening
Watching' Engllen, OVEs These activities help w

.1'
podcasts are also fun ways (0 ek ious accents and slang that they
g to various ) ;
student This exposure makes it easier to

overall listening and

comprehension, exposing .
i > S,
might encounter in real conversation | S
i i i in
understand  different dialects, 1mproving

pronunciation skills. ine to friends or family
Speaking practice is essential, and students can try talking

- i tions

in English to build confidence. Even Sin;zl.e‘ da]i}IIyCZZZS::Ztl;ZZ];;.q;:;saking
S in English can be beneficial. Additionally, . ‘

?:ukl:: ol:]IaiI;il;ge groups helps students practjce speaking in a comfortable
environment and provides feedback from peers. : . .
Writing in English every day, whether through a diary, Vemails, or social media
posts, further reinforces learning. Writing helps students understand sentence
formation, expands vocabulary, and allows them to express thoughts clearly.
Language learning apps and online platforms like Duolingo or HelloTalk also
provide opportunities for interactive language practice and conversation with

' native speakers.

Practicing English in everyday life allows students ftQ build confidence, improve
language skills, and perform better in academics and future job opportunities.

{

With regular exposure 'and a willingness  to practice, students can
easily develop strong English language skills that' ‘will beln'e‘vfit them in many
areas of life. - A¢dd ESUAEC TSRS TEiy: STEREIR 5. RRRP e

Quéstions: ' : YOS i SYRTEINE U | P

]

I

(g). By translating everything'WOrd by word .
(b) By thinking in English without tfanslati!rig
(¢) ' By thinking in their native language only
(d) By avoiding English in daily life - |

(i) How does reading English books and artiClés,help 'StUdents Pl
(a) . It decreases vocabulary knowledge ‘ |
(b) It only helps with Pronunciation
(¢} It improves vocabulary,
(d) It makes English harde

()  What is one way students can start thinking in English ?

grammar, and Sentence stry

cture
I' to understang :
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language sk111s naturally,

(5) 3201

(v) .wlflt does the passage suggest is important to address privacy concerns
in Al ?

(a) Avoiding the use of Al in personal matters
(b) Sharing data without restrictions 4
(c) Establishing regulations and guidelines
(d) Using biased data intentionally |
(vi) What is Artificial Intelligence de31gned to rn1m1c ?
(vii) In which field does Al help detect d1seases early b'y’ aﬁéll’Zing medical :
images ? : '

(viii) Why is fair and balanced data important when training Al systems?

(ix) Whatis a suggested solut1on to _]Ob dlsplacement due to AI P

(%) What is one possible future concern about AI becommg too advanced ?
OR _

Learmng Enghsh can open many doors for students both academ1cally and

onally. Integratlng English into dally life helps students 1mprove their
makmg it easier to use, Enghsh fluently and

students can enJoy beneﬁts in

profess1

conﬁdently. B_y pr_actlcmg English regularly,

school, college, and their future careers.

One effect1ve Way to 1ncorporate Enghsh 1nto da1ly hfe 1s by settmg a goal to
think in Enghsh Th1s helps students 1nternahze the language allowmg them

to structure sentences and express thoughts ‘without: constantly translating.

When students start th1nk1ng in English, it becomes much easier to speak and

write fluently:. Readmg books, newspapers, or onhne articles ‘in ‘English is

another valuable way to learn. Readmg not only i 1ncreases vocabulary but also

improves grammar and’ sentence,structure, as students observe how words are

used in different contexts.

P. TXO.
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) according to the

stions ¢
. | Intelligence (Al

. ) . W
(i)  What is the main purpost of Artificl
passage ?

b8
y replace all human jo | |
ke an intelligence

(a)
1 tasks that require hum

(b) To help machines perforn

it ; es
() To entertain people with games and movi

nan thoughts and emotions

(d) To control hu
as mentioned in the passage ?

(i) How does Al benefit healthcare,
(8) By providing entertainment for patieijﬁs
(b) By automatically t}:u»ring diseases T | :
(c) By analyzing medical images to help detect disease§
(d) By replacing clo‘c‘tors with \.robots": | :

(ilj What is one main concern about Al in the job market ?

(a) It could make all jobs easier A if
(b) It could create too niany new jobs

(c) Itcould replace humans in routme JObS
(d) It could make. people smarter

(iv) Which of the following is a solutlon mentloned to help workers adapt to A

changes ?
(a) Avoiding Al in the workplace

(b) Retraining and upskilling workersﬁ |

(¢) Increasing the working hours for employees

(d) Decreasing technology usage

3201
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‘ 5 . yere are nlso 8¢ , , . in
Despite the many benefits ol Al, there o jobs, cspecially jobs involving

ns:
yme challenges and concer

vl e Ima
One major worry is that Al could replace ht an automate data entry Or
routine or repetitive tasks. [For example, Al ca

] 1 Sc

, orkers in tho

for human W

customer service, which might reduce the, need lle this challenge is through

; - ¢ . ¢
roles. Experts believe that the best way to ey le can learn new skills that
m [] ; c C .

retraining and upskilling workers. This way, pPeop

. . .ing replaced by it.
will allow them to work alongside Al instead of being rep

y B ms
Another sighificant concern is the ethifcal.' issues surrOLl?dlng ,AI' If Al Syie 5
are trained on biased data, they may make unfair decisions. nop ’tain
Al hiring tool might be biased if it was trained on data tha? fav.ors cer - |
groups over others. This could lead to ‘discrimin‘aﬁtion" which, 15 why 3
essential to use fair and balanced data when training»AI-

cldtd o e L , : .
Privacy is also a concern with Al. Many Al app|hcat10ns col}ect and ana%yz
large amounts of personal data.' While this can be useful, it also raises
questions about how this datais"stored, shared, and protected. Regulatlons

and guidelines are needed to ensure that AIA.respecxtsj"‘pgpp;l_e's ‘privacy and
rights. : '

Lastly, some beople WOrry about the future of Al and whether it could ever
become too powerful. As Al 's‘ys‘te\m's' grow frioré advancfe‘c‘:ll‘,\‘ fhey‘ fnight start
making decisions that humans cannot ‘fully''control.' This highlights the need
for clear guidelines and global cooperation to make 'sure Al develops in a safe
and beneficial way for everyone: . AL '

governments,

5 2 . ges. Collaboration among
scientists, and companies is essential

toensure th i
_ . ‘e, at Al re
ethical, fair, and safe for everyone. With  respons e
continue to improve our lives in countldes

WP

ible development, ‘Al can
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SECTION - A

M. M.:15
(Reading Skills) [

‘ 1estions that follow :
Read the following passage carefully and answer the question

hines t
Artificial Intelligence (Al) is a branch of technology that allows machi 0

; : ' . This i d
perform tasks that would normally require human intelligence. This includes

: : ‘ i ion, solvin
learning from experience, understanding complex information, g

problems, and even making decisions. Al systems work by using data and
advanced algorithms, which allow them to "think" in ways that mimic human
thought. Al is rapidly changing many fields, and its effects can be seen in
everyday life, from smart assistants like Siri or Alexa to systems that

recommend movies or help doctors diagnose diseases.

In healthcare, Al has made significant contributions. Doctors and researchers
use Al to analyze medical images, such as X-rays or MRIs, which helps them
detect diseases like cancer early and provide better treatment. Some hospitals
also use Al to predict patient needs, such as which patients might need extra

care, making healthcare more efficient and personalized.

Al is also changing the finance industf*y’. Many financial institutions use Al to
analyze large amounts of data to make better decisions about investments and
loans. For example, Al can detect uriusual transactions in bank accounts,
helping to prevent fraud. It can also find patterns in financial data, allowing.
banks and investors to make smarter decisions about where to fnvest moriey.
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